
S e c t i o n  2 :  M i d d l e  L o i r e  

15 |  

St Mathurin-sur-Loire  Saumur  30km 
Riding Notes 
 Having crossed the bridge at Mathurin-sur-Loire continue east and 

then south east along the riverside road. The occasional masonry 

structure is visible on the steep bank beside the road. 
 Gennes is a small town with a handful of shops spread along the 

road that weaves its way inland. 

 The official trail from Gennes leads you inland and then parallel to 
the river over rolling hills. This route is lightly trafficked and 

passes through some beautiful sections of forest. An alternative to 
the quiet hilly roads is the flat but more heavily trafficked road 

along the river edge. There is more traffic here but it is not 

unmanageable, with many automobiles making use of the 
alternative D952 on the north bank. 

 Entering Saumur the marked route traverses some interesting 
narrow lanes and then ascends steeply to the castle district. You 

many need to push your bike up the steepest hill. Access to the 

castle and the route beyond is found by veering right through the 
park at the top of the steepest section. Leave the castle district 

over the narrow bridge heading east across the moat. 
 

Gennes 
Gennes is built on top of a steep 
knoll crowned by a 12th century 
steeple and church ruins. 
 

Camping Au Bord de Loire, 
Gennes €9.5 
www.camping-auborddeloire.com 
Open: 1/5-30/9  
Rating: 2 star 

Cheerful campsite on south bank 
of the Loire. 
 

Saumur 
Population: 30,000 

This regional hub and centre of 
the local wine growing area sports 
an imposing chateau and a 
selection of caves where the local 

wines can be sampled. The 
western fringe of the town is 
home to most of the wineries and 
they are worth visiting to explore 
the caves alone. 
There is a Decathlon sports store 
located south of the route near 
the D348. 
 

Ackerman Wine Caves  

€1.5 
Well developed for the passing 
tourist trade, this historic network 
of wine caves is situated on the 
western fringe on town. While 
storage of wine in the caves has 
largely been replaced by modern, 
less romantic, cool stores a visit to  


